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Acts of the Episcopal Church’s 2015 General Convention regarding immigration 
Visit http://www.episcopalarchives.org/e-archives/acts/ to read full texts and find more.

 
 
 

2008 Action of the Diocesan Convention, Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts 
Resolved, That in response to the New Sanctuary Movement Resolution of the Executive 
Council of the General Convention*, this Diocese of Massachusetts will undertake a program 
to educate the clergy and congregations of this Diocese concerning the plight of refugees 
and immigrants, and will include information about immigration laws, enforcement issues 
and policies; and 
 
That this Diocese of Massachusetts, aware of the dehumanizing impact of the label “alien” 
as applied to immigrants, will direct all clergy and lay persons in our diocese to use instead 
the term “immigrant” or any other one that unequivocally reflects the humanity of foreign-
born persons, and will encourage the general population to do the same; and 
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That this Diocese of Massachusetts, consistent with the New Sanctuary Movement 
Resolution of the Executive Council*, encourage clergy and lay persons in our diocese, after 
careful consideration and in consultation with the Bishop’s Office, to assist those seeking 
protection from detention and deportation by granting them Sanctuary in our churches, 
which may include: shelter, pastoral and material support, and access to legal assistance and 
to education concerning immigration laws and rights of immigrants; and 
 
That this Diocese of Massachusetts encourage our congregations and its members to 
consider sponsoring refugees and asylum seekers in appropriate situations. 
 
*The Executive Council resolution referred to in this 2008 Diocesan Convention resolution is as 
follows:  

 
General Convention’s 2006 Resolution A017, referred to in the above Executive Council 
resolution, follows on the next page.  



3 
 

 


