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(drafted and selected for the consecration of The Rt. Rev. Deon Johnson, Diocese of Missouri; shared by 
permission of the bishop) 
 
Everliving God, in every generation you cause fresh winds to renew, refresh, and refine your people 
and in your Word summon us to live courageously as Easter people in an often Good Friday world.  
Defend us in our own day to make no peace with oppression; that boldly following the example of 
your servant Barbara Clementine Harris, chosen bishop in your church, we may strive not for ease 
or fame but gladly toil and walk with you all along our pilgrim journey; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen.  
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Judith 15:14, 16:13-16 
PSALM:    85:7-13 
EPISTLE:   Philippians 4:1-9   
GOSPEL:   Luke 24: 1-12  [Alternative for Lent - John 4:7-15] 
 
Old Testament: Judith 15:14, 16:13-16 
Judith began this thanksgiving before all Israel, and all the people loudly sang this song of praise. I 
will sing to my God a new song: O Lord, you are great and glorious, wonderful in strength, 
invincible. Let all your creatures serve you, for you spoke, and they were made. You sent forth your 
spirit, and it formed them; there is none that can resist your voice. For the mountains shall be 
shaken to their foundations with the waters; before your glance the rocks shall melt like wax. But to 
those who fear you, you show mercy. For every sacrifice as a fragrant offering is a small thing, and 
the fat of all whole burnt offerings to you is a very little thing; but whoever fears the Lord is great 
forever. 
 
Psalm 85:7-13 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
 
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
    for he will speak peace to his people, 
    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.[a] 
 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
 
The Lord will give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its increase. 
 
Righteousness will go before him, 
    and will make a path for his steps. 



 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 
Lord in this way, my beloved.  I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 
Lord.  Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose 
names are in the book of life. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
 
Luke 24: 1-12 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not 
find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them.  The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning 
from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 
But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and 
ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE FOR LENT: 
John 4:7-15 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had 
gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus 
answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you 
have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our 
ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to 
her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I 
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 
 


